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The train to a brighter future 


Helene Haymon, MP. 


Signal success for 
campaign special 


WHEN the ‘Save a Baby’ campaign train rolled 
in October at the start of its 
whistle-stop tour of 14 major towns and cities, 
it carried the hopes of a brighter future for 


out of London 


Britain’s babies. 

The campaign calls 
for urgent action to 
reduce the toll of un- 
necessary infant death 
and handicap, and 
everywhere it went the 
train attracted maxi- 
mum crowds and 
maximum publicity for 
the ‘Save a Baby’ 
message. 


Crowds 


The train’s. exhibition 
coaches were designed to 
appeal: both to medical 
specialists and to the gen- 
eral public, and everywhere 
it went. MPs and mid- 
wives, stars of stage and 
screen, sports personalities, 
civic “dignitaries, health 
service officials, and school- 
children came to see what 
the ‘Save a Baby’ campaign 
was all about. 

Many of. the — statistics 
revealed by the ‘Save a Baby’ 
campaign obviously came as a 
nasty surprise to members of 
the health services visiting the 
exhibition. In. many places 
plans were promptly put into 
action to set up ad hoc com- 


More about the train 
on Page 2 
New address for 
regional office 
THE Spastics Society’s North 
West Regional, Office has 
moved to St Andrew's House, 
62 Bridge Street, Manchester 


M3 3BW. Telephone 061-832 
6373, 6374, 6375. 


MR James Loring, Director of The Spastics Society, with 
_Mr Roland Moyle, Minister of State, the Department of 
_ Health and Social Security, during the special visit of 
MP’s to the train in London. 


In the background, Mrs 


mittees for further local inves- 
tigations, particularly in some 
of the blackspot areas. 
Various suggestions and 
offers were made .to set up 
similar Smaller, more localised 
mobile exhibitions in coaches 


and caravans and also spon- 
sored health education  pro- 
grammes. 


INSIDE one of the train’s exhibition coaches, Mr. Michael 
Brophy, Director of Fund Raising; Professor Paul Polani, 
Director of the Paediatric Research Unit at Guy’s Hos- 
pital, and Mr Dorrien Belson, the Society’s Chairman. 


THE 
train 


‘Save a Baby’ 
had a Royal 
passenger during its 
visit to Sussex. HRH 
the Duchess of Kent, the 
Society’s Patron, travelled 
on the train and toured the 
exhibition coaches on her 
way to visit Hamilton 
House day centre at Hove. 
Her journey which started 
with a smile in the picture 
above, ended in the happy 
meeting captured in the pic- 
ture left. With the Duchess 
is Patricia Brown, who at 
four-years-old is far too 
young to be overawed by 
Royal yisits, and rapidly 
made friends. 

More pictures of the 
Duchess at Hamilton 
House on page 12. 


German measles — the Society acts 


WOMEN WARNED OF 


EPIDEMIC 


THE Spastics Society has accused 
the Department of Health and Social 
Security of ‘gross neglect’ because 
of its failure to set up an immediate 
crash programme for the vaccination 
of all women of child-bearing age 
against German measles (Rubella), 
which this year has been a major 
epidemic, the worst for 20 years. 

Latest estimates indicate that the num- 
ber of children born with brain, heart, 
inner ear or eye disease because -their 
mothers will contact German measles dur- 
ing pregnancy may escalate by the end 
of the year from a normal 400 to a fright- 
ening maximum of 2,000. 

Because of the failure of the DHSS to 
react to the serious situation The Spastics 
Society is taking matters into its own 
hands. On Thursday,. Noyember 2nd it 
launched a mass circulation advertising 


JANGERS 


campaign warning women of the dangers 
they run if they are not vaccinated and 
urging them to go to their doctors and in- 
sist on being given the serum. 

The advertisements will tell women that they 
can be tested first to see whether they are 
already immune. They will point out that 
women who think they have have had German 
measles recently should also ask their doctors 
for a test. As well, they stress that, prior to 
vaccination, unless a woman is absolutely 
certain, she should be tested to ensure that-she 
is not pregnant. And a strong warning is given 
that after contracting German measles or being 
vaccinated against the disease, there must be a 
three months waiting period before becoming 
pregnant, 

Mr James Loring, Director of The Spastics 
Society, said: 

‘We have taken this extreme action because 
we are determined to alert women themselves 
io take action. We must prevent an increased 
number of babies being born seriously handi- 


Cont. on Page 2 


TAILOR-MADE FOR 
THE SPASTIC CHILD 


The Avon comes in three different sizes, with a choice of 
chassis -. for .indoors or outdoors, pusher or self- 
propelling. 

Tilt angle is adjustable up to 35°, footrest extendable to 
any leg length. 

_ The long list of accessories fits the chair to the child - 
including velcro-attached side panels and shoulder 
wings, hammock seat, hydrocephalic back, moulded tray. 

Write for full details to: 


Dept. N31/7SN, 

Freepost 5 (no stamp required), 
London W1E 4QZ 

Telephone 01-637 5962 
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German measles— women warned | MP's visit the Save 
a Baby train 


Minister gives 
his praise—and 


eapped. The tragedy of 


. 


the time to act is now. 


issue a_ strong 


age who are 


sero 


stand the importance of it. 


‘Only a very small number of women between 
the ages of 20 and 45 years have been vac- 
cinated and though many of them may have 


SOCIAL Services Secretary 
Mr David Ennals would 
have preferred The Spas- 
tics Society to delay its 
advertising and PR cam- 
paign on the need for 


women fo be vaccinated © 


against German measles. 

At a meeting at Mr 
Ennals’ Ministry just three 
days before the first adver- 
tisements appeared in the 
national press, Mr James 
Loring, Director of the 
Society, was asked to hold 
up the campaign until the 
DHSS had finalised details 
of its own vaccination pro- 
gramme. This, Mr Loring 
was told, was scheduled for 
1979. 

But by then, the campaign 
was far too advanced to be 
stopped — even if Mr Loring 
had wanted to recommend 
that it should be. 

He told Spastics News: ‘As 
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Independence. That’s what you're 
buying when you choose a Meyra power 
wheelchair. Confidence too, because 
youre getting the benefit of over 40 
years experience in helping the disabled 
and a chair that literally marks.a new 
pinnacle in reliability and expertise. 

Virtually custom built 

Because of the enormous range of 
accessories existing for Meyra chairs, 
the one you choose will be virtually as 
personal as your individual disability. 


such 
parents and child cannot be over-emphasised, 
This is a matter of the utmost importance and 
The Department of 
Health has not made the slightest attempt to 
alert women to the danger they are in. All it 
has done — and this as late as August — is to 
recommendation 
practitioners, area medical officers and nursing 
officers to vaccinate all women of child bearing 
negative and 
susceptible to German measles. This is useless 
unless women themselves are made to under- 


AAA Ae WILLE 


‘Fhe only assistant 
| will be the one at ¢he cash desk 


Outdoor models can negotiate rough 
terrain, climb hills and even mount kerbs. 
Propulsion by a battery powered electric 
motor offers a range of over 18 miles and 
the chair can be folded and stored in the 
narrowest car boot. 

Find out the whole story to-day. Our 
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events for 


to general 


therefore 


to be 


disquiet. 


soon as [I heard about the 
German measles epidemic, I 
knew that urgent action was 
necessary. At my meeting 
with Mr Ennals, I was given 
no date for the start of the 
Department’s proposed cam- 
paign. Even if it had been 
due to start on January 1, it 
would be too late. — 

‘I believe that the Society 
has a duty to persuade women 
of childbearing age to protect 
themselyes against German 
measles by vaccination. 

‘It may be that Mr Ennals 


fears that -GP’s will be 
swamped with demands _ for 
vaccination and testing, or 


that pregnant women will be 
alarmed if they know the facts 
about the dangers of German 
measles to the unborn child. 
However, I do not think doc- 
tors will object to any action 


‘which helps their patients. As 


acquired natural immunity, a significant per- 
centage remain at risk. 

A government crash programme of vaccina- 
tion might cost between £1 and £2 million but 
could eventually result in a saving of around 
£50 million, bearing in mind the high cost of 
caring for severely handicapped people. Mr 
Loring said that the Society was also concerned 
because the number of pregnancies terminated 
due to pregnant women contracting German 
measles had risen to 600 in the first six months 
of 1978, a figure likely to emerge as much higher 
jater in the year. 
pregnancies had subsequently been found not 
necessary because the foetuses were 
normal, thus causing even more reason for 


Some of these terminated 


it is better to know the facts 
for the patients themselves — 
than remain in ignorance. 

‘The recent epidemic of | 
German measles is a matter of 
grave concern to everyone. 
Immediate action was. neces- 
sary, and the Society took it, 
but we are yery willing to 
discuss the matter further with 
the DHSS.’ 

The Society's Rubella. cam- 
paign has’ won support from 
the Children’s Committee (a 
joint committee of the Per- 
sonal Social Services Council 
and the Central Health Ser- 
vices Council), but has been 
criticised by the British 
Medical Association as ‘un- 
timely.’ 

Stated Mr Loring: ‘This is 
a controversial area but the 
differences of opinion relate 
mainly to timing rather than 
principle.’ 


brochure will show you just what 


to-day. 


freedom and reliability you're likely to 
find by selecting a chair by the most 
advanced manufacturers in the world 


2] To Meyra Rehab(U.K.) Ltd, 


Unit 4, Copheap Lane, Warminster, Wilts. BA12 OBL. ‘Tel. Warminster 215122. : 
& Please send me full details on the range of Meyra Rehab power operated wheelchairs, 


| Name 


& Address 


+ 


Telephone 
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MEYER heb, 
We enjoy assisting 


MR Roland Moyle, MP, 
Minister of State, The 
Department of Heath and 
Social Security, visited The 
Spastics Society’s ‘Save a 
Baby’ train at Marylebone 
Station, London, on Wed- 
nesday October 18 and 
signed the petition which 
calls upon the Government 
to take ‘immediate action 
to reduce the number of 
babies born dead or handi- 
capped in the UK.’ 

Mr Moyle congratulated 


~The Spastics Society on its 


imaginative approach to- 
wards getting across to the 
public just what the size of 
the problem was and how 
great a contribution they 
themselves can make. 

He said: ‘In the last year 
or two there has been 
evident to me a much in- 
creased interest and aware- 
ness in the preventive 
aspects of ante and post 
natal care. The Spastics 
Society has helped to focus 
much attention to the whole 
question of perinatal mor- 
tality and handicapping 
conditions. 

‘T think the priority we give 
to improving the maternity 
service iS indicated by the 
fact that the first in the series 
of follow-up papers on pre- 
vention and health was 
“Reducing the Risk — Safer 
Pregnancy and Childbirth,’ 
which was published in Sep- 
tember last ‘year. We tried to 
get across the message that it is 
not just a question of seeing 
that mother and baby are alive 
and well, but that both are 
well, physically and emtion- 
ally.’ ; 
Mr Moyle said that other 
specific initiatives the Depart- 
ment had taken were a com- 
mitment to the introduction 
of a national screening service 
for spina bifida once any 
problems about safety and 
effectiveness had been resolved. 


FLAG Day in the City 
of London on Friday, 
October 20 brought in 
the magnificent sum of 
over £1,800, which is 
£700 up on last year’s 
total. 


‘People were queueing 
up to give money,’ says 
David Saint, one of the 
Society’s appeals offi- 
cers. He felt that much 
of this generosity was 
probably due to the 
‘Save a Baby’ campaign 
publicity, as well as the 
leaflets which had been 
distributed earlier in the 
previous week in order 


Flag day fe ver 


Why the vital campaign could "'S signature 


not he delayed 


A working party under the 
chairmanship of Sir Douglas 
Black, president of the Royal 
College of Physicians, had been 
set up and they would advise 
and help the Department to 
issue guidance which was 
effective and well founded. 
The other important part of 
ante and post natal services 
was the provision of special 
and intensive care for low 
birthweight and sick newborn 
babies and the Department 
attached the utmost importance 
to improving these services. 
‘We are particularly con- 
cerned about the problems of 
areas whose infant and peri- 
natal mortality rates are 
constantly above the average 
and have asked regions to 
cover in detail in their strategic 
plans what is to be done in 
areas with persistently poor 
rates, he said. ‘I sent regional 
chairmen the figures for infant 
and perinatal mortality for the 
four years up to 1977 and 
asked them to obtain special 
reports from the chairmen of 
areas where there was cause for 
continuing concern, on the 
specific policies they would be 


adopting to improve the situa- 


tion,’ Mr Moyle said. 

The Department had wel- 
comed the Society’s ‘Save a 
Baby’ campaign and had con- 
firmed its -support for its 
central themes. 

Also visiting the~ train, on 
its last day, were the following 
MPs: Sir George Young, Con- 
servative for Ealing, Acton; 
Mr Neville Sandelson, Labour, 
Hillingdon, Hayes and Har- 
ligton; -Mr Vivian Bendall, 
Conservative, Ilford North; Mr 
Sidney Bidwell, Labour, Eal- 
ing. Southall; Mr Douglas Jay, 
Labour, Wandsworth, Batter- 
sea North; Miss Helene Hay- 
man, Labour, Welwyn and 
Hatfield; Mr Cyril Townsend, 
Conservative, Bexleyheath; 
Miss Jo Richardson, Labeur. 
Barking; Mrs Joyce- Butler, 
Labour Co-operative, Harrin- 
gey- and Wood Green: Sir 
Nigel Fisher, Conservative. 
Kingston-upon-Thames. 


to attract more flag 
sellers. 
‘Even though _ people 


might not haye volunteered, 
they still remembered what 
it was all about,’ comments 
David Saint. 

A yaluable and popular 
means of attracting flag- 
seers from members of 
the public were the wine 
and cheese parties held at 
St Botolph’s Hall Without, 
Bishopsgate. 

Adrian Love from Capi- 
tal Radio dropped in on the 
lunehtime party held on 
Wednesday October 11. 

‘He strolled around, 
making himself friendly 
and persuaded people into 
helping,’ commented David 
Saint. 


Nearly an 
express 
delivery... 


THE train now standingion 
Platform 3 is an Express 
Delivery Special . .. 

The Newcastle station 
announcer didn’t actually 
say it, but the Spastics 
Society ‘Save a Baby’ ex- 
hibition train was nearly 
that as far as 27-year-cld 
Mrs Sue Quigley was con- 
cerned. 

Mrs. Quigley 
wasn’t due for 
was visiting the train when 
she felt the first twinges of - 
labour pains coming on. Con- 


whose baby 
a_ fortnight, 


veniently, Mrs Dulcie Smith, ~ 


staff midwife at the Princess 
Mary Hospital, Newcastle, 
was in attendance on the train 
and was able to confirm that 
Mrs Quigley’s; new baby was 
well on the way. 

Mrs Smith, a nurse of J] 
years’ experience, called an 
ambulance - over -the train's 
radio telephone. and a few 
hours later in Newcastle 
General Hospital. young 


' Anthony James Allan Quigley 


was born, a new little brothe* 
for five-year-old Richard 
Quigley. 


A real 
trouper 


‘CORONATION Street’ star’ 
Jack Howarth, alias ‘Albert: 
Tatlock’ was determined not 

to be late for a very important 

date—imeeting the ‘Save a_ 
Baby’ train when it arrived in» 
Manchester on Tuesday 

October 10. 


Despite the fact he had been 
told to remain in bed, Jack © 


got up only hours before an- 


operation in order to be on © 
Manchester’s | 


Platform — 12, 
Piccadilly Station as promised. 


It wasn’t 
Dai’s day 


ONE very important person- 
ality who didn’t~make it and 


who missed the ‘Save a Baby’ — 


train, this time on its return 
journey from Cardiff to Lon- 
don, was Dai the Dragon. 
(Read _ more -about: Dai’s 
exploits. on Page 4.). 


Dai had. a. good excuses | 
While the 12ft tally 
I5ft long, monster was being” 


however. 


held to ransom by a group of. 
student kidnappers, all in a 
good cause, 
him. a 


What, no. 
chairs? — 


WHAT, no wheelchairs? 
Replying to comments that 


the ‘Save a Baby’ exhibition 
train was not easily accessible | 
users, thera 
Society’s Director of Fund- 
Raising Michael Bropy said: 
‘Out of four public coaches, — 


to wheelchair 


two had access by ramp, so it 


is true to say that two of the 
exhibition areas 


weighing the decision of run- 
ning a train with limited access 
against having no train at all, 
we decided to go ahead, par- 
ticularly in view of the fact 
that our target audience con- 
sisted primarily of doctors, 
nurses, civic authorities and 
schoolgirls, 


of ‘course, the’ = 
train: had to, depart without — 


} excluded 
handicapped people. However, 
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Rosemary March reports 


WHEN a handicapped small boy attending a 
special school in Bridgwater, Somerset, was sent 
— for lack of any other suitable place — to a 
mental hospital while his mother was rushed 
into general hospital for treatment some time in 
-1974, angry reaction spread waves which were 
to touch every corner of this rural county. The 
ripple effect, however, has had far more turbulent 
overtones: that episode four years ago began 
a movement which has brought happier lives to 
many Somerset families. In time, the waves may 
reach hundreds nationwide, as the short-term 
community care scheme for mentally handicapped 
children. becomes an accepted part of local 


authority services. 


The little boy’s story 
plunged his © school’s 
; into action. 
‘What would happen 
if my child needed an 


emergency home?’ 


asked mothers, sud- 
denly aware of what 
crisis can mean to a 


disabled boy or girl. 


Their vociferous 
approach to County Hall 
took. everyone by surprise. 
but by May the following 
year, Bridgwater’s social 
services department were in 
the thick of discussion with 
parents. There were many 
grievances to hear, not 
least that mothers and 
fathers resented seemingly 
having to wait for an 
emergency before any 
official support was forth- 
coming. ‘Why can’t we 
have more say oyer what 
happens if we want a 
breather from looking after 
our spastic child?’ 


The project 


Faced with such reason- 
able comment, Director 
John Chant looked around 
for solutions. In those days. 
parents had thought only 
in terms of hostel care; it 
hadn’t occurred to \them 
that rewarding alternatives 
might be found. But, after 
answering ‘yes’ to three 
basic questions, about 30 
couples discovered they 
were putting the seal of 
approval on what was to 
become known as a com- 
munity fostering project. 


Those three questions 
embraced everything that most 
concerned them: — satisfactory 
care and a continuity in 
schooling which would be 
available locally for any period 
of time — from a few hours 
to several weeks — and a ser- 
vice which they themselves 
could operate, parent (to 
‘parent’ . . . and it was all 
absolutely free. : 


From nine couples in the 
neighbourhood who had seen 
the publicity campaign (to 
enlist short-term carers. two 
selected to 


eventually were 

launch a pilot scheme in June 
1976. Two more couples 
joined them, and from a 


potential of 47 or so families 
with mentally handicapped 


youngsters, many of whom are 


spastic, 20 registered and a 
further 16 came forward to 
show their interest. 

Miss Paula Toyne, now 
project adyiser for Somerset, 


> part-time 


suggested at the onset that in 
order to reassure mums. and 
dads, every tiny detail of their 
children’s. needs, likes and 
dislikes, should be made 
known to the caring couples 
involved. Parents composed a 
long questionnaire -—_ bed- 
time includes. 20. questions 
alone (‘Does he like the door 
shut or open? A drink. to take 
up?.. Favourite story?’) — 
which were carefully filled in 
for the new ‘family’s’ reference. 


~ Private links 


Equipment, where necessary, 
was supplied by the local 
department who also saw to 
it that telephones -were in- 
stalled in foster. parents” homes. 
Just a phone call away, there- 
fore, private links could be 
made without turning to the 
social services for a by-your- 
leave. No explanation was 
required (nor is it today) by 
anyone as to why each short- 
term care period was wanted. 
That’s not to say that as con- 
fidence grew between families. 
a mother would not readily 
confess she was so tired she 
was on the ‘verge of tears. 
But it was nobody’s business 
to know. 

How was payment arranged? 
All parents in the scheme (a 
widow among them) were 
issued with a cheque book of 
vouchers. At the end of each 
stay, they gave a_ relevant 
voucher to the foster parent 
who in turn presented this for 
reimbursement from the social 
services department. 


Pay rates 


Rates of pay currently for 
full-time care foster parents. 
on call all the year round with 
the exception of a holiday. are 
standard weekly fees of £31: 
couples, offering 
their help on a less regular 


basis, or to specific children 


only, have been getting £27. 
From this, couples are expec- 
ted to buy food and drink, and 
perhaps pay for out-of-pocket 
expenses. Many observers 
might say it all sounds like 
peanuts for payment, that the 
time has come for another look 
at the fee structure. 

Rates are indeed under 
review. As Mrs Barbara 
Garrett. senior social worker 
in charge, of the Bridgwater 
project and now launching a 
few campaign for more foster 
couples, says: ‘I believe it is 
quite possible to work for love 
and money. We must be 
realistic about this — many 
families depend on two 
incomes to keep going, and it 
would be a tragedy if the 
right kind of foster parent 
were forced to work. say. in 
a factory, because she 


‘Who would look 


after my child in 


an emergency?’ 


Somerset © 
spearheads 
a solution 


@ MRS Eunice Hillman, left, with her daughter 
Susan, aged eight, and foster mother Mrs Marion 


Prowse. 


couldn't afford to do the work 
she preferred, at home.’ 

One of  Bridgwater’s 
pioneering foster mums is 
Mrs Marion Prowse, who 
lives with her husband and 


family on a_ newly 
developed estate outside 
the town. Since she had 


once enjoyed working with 
children as a_ pre-school 
minder, Mrs Prowse 
decided that the proposed 


short-term care scheme 
would be eyery bit as 
worthwhile. 

‘[ didn’t really see there 


would be any difference be- 
tween looking after a normal 
child and a handicapped one 
— and these past two years 
have proved my point.” she 
explains, 

With three children of her 
own, she discovered one 
drawback in originally agree- 
ing to take on full-time caring. 
that is. on call throughout the 
year. ‘My kids were increas- 
ingly needing me to take an 
interest in their new involve- 
ments. showing just a little 
jealousy about my time spent 
with the visitors. 

‘1 was considering phasing 
myself out of the foster work, 
but then heard that the 
department was looking for 
part-time carers as well. So we 


gladly decided to carry on, 
just having two little girls 
when their mothers wanted us. 


They ate. both very handi- 
capped, and “we knew that 
neither could easily fit in 


elsewhere without quite a lot 
of emotional. upset.” 


The danger in taking on too 
much is one lesson learned via 


the Bridgwater pilot study. 
and social workers are now 
alerted to the fact that pro- 
fessional help —- counselling. 
chatting out problems -— 
should not be too far away. 
Having a kind heart is pre- 
dictably a characteristic com- 
mon to. all foster , parents: 
saying ‘no’ comes hard, [n 
Mrs) Pro wos © is’ case; =for 


SPASTICS NEWS 


® MRS Margaret Turner 
(‘Nanny Turner’) with 
11 - year - old Christine 
Andrews whom she has 
fostered regularly. 


example, she found herself 
caring for two severely 
handicapped youngsters some- 
times for as long as six weeks 
on the stretch (not necessarily 
the same children); and her 
own, understandably, showed 
distress signs. : 

‘Pressure of work was 
draining me. and If had little 
energy left for my three, she 
recalls. 

What Mrs Garrett hopes to 
see in her town is a double-up 
service. whereby each handi- 
capped child gets to know twe 
caring couples equally well. 
When one family is - fulls 
booked. then the other should 
be able to cope: and if a 
fostering family had to move 
away from the area, or in 
some way 
reigster. the shock to the dis- 
abled- youngsters would be ¢on- 


siderably lessened. 


‘We mustn't forget here that 
the past two years have been 
experimental: what’s hap- 
pened in Bridgwater began 
virtually as a shot in the dark. 
No one knew if the idea would 
work, or if we'd find enough 
suitable foster parents to meet 
the demand. As it was, the 
venture was a big success 
overall and we've been able 


Cont. on Page 4 


Growing Concern? 


Your concern - and ours - is to help incontinent youngsters and adults 


maintain their confidence. 


Incontinence is a problem, but it can be solved in a word - INCO. 


The combined range of INCO products offers compfete protection which aids 


both the wearer and the family at home. 


Inco garments - made from supple PVC with a drop-front for easy changing, 
are available in eight adjustable sizes to ensure a perfeot individual fit. 


Inco pull-on pants - especially suitabte for more active patients. Made in 


eight sizes, the elasticated legs and waist give the wearer complete protection. 


Both garments are washable, waterproof and suitable for gither sex. 


Inco Roll - made from highly absorbent cellulose, soft cotton woo! encased in 
a knitted tubing, gives maximum protection, and may be used with either 


Inco garments or pull-on pants. 


Inco Garments & Rolls for comfort and confidence 


Robinsons of Chesterfield. 


Dressings Division 


Rey. Office Robinson & Sons Ltd., Wheat Bridge, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S40 2AD. 


Telephone 0245-31101 Telex 547320 
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Somerset s answer 


Cont. from Page 4 


to give more than 30 families 
a breather from their respon- 
sibility in caring for a dis- 
abled son or daughter — not 
just once, but several times 
throughout the year.’ 

Not one parent has taken 
advantage of the free service 
by over-usage, despite there 
being no limitation on_ the 
number of caring periods they 
could have. In fact, as Somer- 
set’s social services director Mr 
Chant commented during an 
international conference in 
Oxford earlier this year: 

“We have felt the scheme. 
if -anything, is being under- 
used. This made us. wonder if 
parents weren’t afraid of kill- 
ing the goose that laid the 
golden egg. In other words, so 
relieved that the chance for a 
break, or an emergency visit, 
was there they turned to it 
only when they felt it was 
essential.’ ; 

Mrs Eunice Hillman, 
whose eight - year - old 
daughter, Sue, is multiply 
handicapped with cerebral 
palsy, found the Bridgwater 
scheme a lifeline. Carrying 
her little girl up steep flights 
of stairs while she called on 
her doctor or dentist, for 
instance, was becoming 
more and more difficult. 

“Actually. it was a nightmare 
not being able to pop out. 
particularly during the long 
holidays. We 
family around in Somerset, and 
1 wouldn't expect a neighbour 
to take on that kind of res- 

- ponsibility. 
“When the foster care project 


_ 


have no close 


began, 1 was both delighted 
and, frankly, apprehensive: 
Sue can’t make herself under- 
stood easily, and [ |. was 
worried that a ‘stranger 
couldn't interpret her noises. 
As soon as we met Marion — 
in each other's homes, and at 
a get-together for the purpose 

my husband and [ were 
reassured. Marion being just 
a mum, Who behaved with Sue 
as if she were part of the 
family, was what impressed 
me most.’ : 

Another pioneer foster 
mother, ‘Nanny’ Turner, 
puts here finger on the 
matter by explaining what 
it feels like to watch tired 
folk set off on holiday, and 
return in due course re- 
freshed and only too happy 
to take over their child 


again. 

What does _ 60-year-old 
Nanny: Turner do with her 
visitors meanwhile? ‘They 


have a lovely time: they make 
pastry, wash up, buy a packet 
of sugar for me when we go 
out shopping.’ 

Now that Somerset is run- 
ning the service in Bridg- 
water, Taunton and Avalon— 
with Frome and Yeovil in the 
pipeline — it means that over 
300 children and their families 
could benefit from this highly 
effective idea. Not only is the 
county saving money {it costs 
£70 per week to keep a child 
in a hostel) by turning to the 


community for paid careers at- 


less now than half that 
amount, but it has also proved 
that this home-from-home con- 
cept. widens horizons for all 
concerned. 


| 


| 


THE plight of the many 
neglected and deprived 
children in longstay hospi- 
tals was highlighted in 
October in a hardhitting re- 
port from the National De- 
velopment Group for the 
Mentally Handicapped. 


The report, by the Gov- 
ernment appointed team of 
professionals which — in- 
cludes a parent representa- 
tive, told of children 
leading a miserable exis- 
tence in overcrowded con- 
ditions with no privacy and 
no personal possessions. It 
quoted children left lying 
on the floor in understaffed 
wards with no toys to play 
with, and having to share 
communal communal clothing. 


condemnation’ 


Naturally the Group’s shock 
report made headlines in both 
national and local newspapers, 
and led many people to ask 
what exactly was going on in 
their local subnormality hos- 
pital? 

One hospital, however, 
decided to hit back. Turner 
Village Hospital, Colcester, 
promptly threw open its doors 
and issued a special invitation 
to their local paper, the East 
Anglian Daily Times, which 
sent along a reporter and a 
photographer to see for them- 
selves, 

They saw the toy library and 
heard all about the children’s 
visits to the swimming pool as 


_ to improve 


well as day trips to the sea- 
side. They reported back that 


mealtimes and playtimes were ~ 


well supervised, and that 
children attended the special 
school -on the hospital site. 
They told their readers about 
a new adventure playground 
due to be completed in two 
years. 

Consultant psychiatrist Dr 
Marcus Lynch told Spastics 
News: ‘We were upset by the 
publicity generated by the 
report with its blanket con- 
demnation of all hospitals. 
There are some grotty hospi- 
tals but we should be aiming 
them not destroy 
them. 


Hospital hits back at ‘blanket _ 


‘What is happening is a 
slow campaign being couduc- 
ted to transfer children to local 
authority care, on the auto- 
matic presumption ‘that local 
authority care is going to ne 
that much better. 


Dr Lynch commented that — 
the staff-ratios in Villa 45 at 9 
Turner. Village Hospital, 
where 50 children are divided — 
into four units, were the same — 
as in- any local authority — 
children’s home. Around one- 


quarter of the children are — 
spastic. ; 

‘a 

Dr Lynch continued: ‘This — 


lack of recognition of what we 
are trying to achieve _is 
extremely damaging. It’s bad 
for morale of staff who natur- 
ally ask themselves, is if worth--_ 
while continuing working at — 
this job?’ 


Dai the Dragon's campaigning journe y 


THE Red Dragon roared 
through the Principality 
from North to South in 
October to: publicise’ the 
‘Save a Baby’ campaign. 
This magnificent beast, 12ft 
high and 15ft long, set out 
from Bangor. To push it 
for the first few hundred 
yards were Lord Parry, 
President of the Campaign 
in. Wales, the Archbishop 
of Wales, TV star Jack 
Howarth (alias Albert Tat- 
lock) and the Mayor of 
Bangor. 

After the dignitaries present 


Interested? 


But there’s no 
_ reason inthe world 
why they one lie in it 


yl bed sheets 


a unique development 
giving improved 
comfort and dignity 


If so, please write for booklet 


HOW KYLIE CAN HELP 
Kylie Advisory Service 


There areahundred 
reasons why 
_ people wet the bed 


Nicholas Laboratories, 225 Bath Road 


Slough, England SL14AU 


Kylie is a trademark. Worldwide patents pending 
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had signed the petition. the 
dragon was named ‘Dai’ by 
Dafydd Wigley, MP. It 
started on its journey sur- 


rounded by hundreds of well- 
wishers- and propelled by 
students from Bangor Univer- 
sity. They pushed Dai as far 
as Portmadoc, escorted by a 
friendly police car. 

At Caernarfon, Dai was met 
by the Mayors of Arfon and 
Caernarfon, who both signed 
the petition before seeing the 
dragon off on its way to Port- 
madoc. The dragon was then 
transported to the square in 
Dolgellau for a welcome by 
Dafydd Ellis Thomas, MP. 

The entire committee of 
Aberystwyth University Rag. 
led by their intrepid chairman 
Gary Lockwood, had volun- 
teered to push the dragon on 
the second stage of its jour- 
ney—the 18 miles to Aberyst- 
wyth, They were given a 
send-off from Machynlleth by 
Emlyn Hooson, MP. 

Our picture shows them 
turning out of Machynlleth 
on to the Aberystwyth Road, 
past the Gothic tower (where, 
sad to relate, there were no 


damsels in distress to be 
rescued). 
The next day’s push was 


undertaken by students from 
Lampeter University. Undaun- 
ted by the bad weather, Dai 
kept guard over Geraint 
Howells, MP, while he signed 
the - petition and saw _ the 
students off. On arrival in 
Lampeter, Dai stood by the 
main road for over 2+ hours 
while 20 students stopped every 


passing vehicle or pedestrian 


‘to collect money for the “Save 


. 


a Baby’ fund. 

On day five, Swansea Univer- 
sity campus was the starting 
point for a 15-mile push by the 
students. of that University. 
Iford Davies, MP, the Princi- 
pal and the Registrar of the 
University all signed the 
petition (as 
Mayors. and MPs en 
before heading the 
towards Port Talbot. 

Having caused maximum 
confusion in Port Talbot while 
collecting a large amount of 
money, Dai spent the night in 
a prominent - position. over- 
looking a busy motorway 
junction at Bridgend. 


route) 
dragon 


Death of a 


pioneer 


DAVID Hyde of Weston Tur- 


ville, Bucks, died recently 
aged 38. 
In a tribute. Mr Lewis 


Carter-Jones, MP, writes: ‘In 
his short life, he made a great 
contribution in the field of 
advanced technology for 
severely disabled people. 

‘At the age of only 15 he 
broke his neck playing rugby 
for Macclesfield. Despite total 
paralysis he demonstrated 
Possum equipment all over the 
country and all over the world. 
His pioneering demonstration 
techniques and lectures gave 
hope to many thousands of 
totally paralysed people. He 
Was a good companion who 


inspired trust and great res-- 


pect. He was unfailing and 
unswerving in his desire to 
assist the underdog. Tens of 
thousands of severely  dis- 
abled people will have cause 


to remember his efforts with 


gratitude,’ 


i 


indeed did all | 


= a 

In the morning. a fresh con- — 
tingent of pushers from the ~ 
College of Food and Tech- — 


nology, Cardiff, _began the — 
long journey to Cardiff, a i 


tance of over 19 miles. 
There. all the students of all yy 
the Universities who had 


taken part were given a warm — 
greeting, Dai’s exploits were 
recalled and thanks were given — 
to everybody who had helped — 
to create an atmosphere of © 
goodwill, humour’ and happi- 3 
ness on the dragon’s jaunt 
from North to South Wales. _ 
The dragon-push is expec-— 
ted. to have raised about — 
£1,000. Of this sum, £700 was — 
collected in buckets by students 
along the route. : : ae 


‘Magic’ target topped 


FETE fund-raisers know 


that £3,000 is the magic 
target and for the second 


Wedding at 
Daresbury Hall 


THE first-ever wedding be- 
tween residents of the Society's 
Daresbury Hall Centre took 
place in October. The bride 
was Lynne Wilcock from 
Manchester, who has been ‘at 
Daresbury for 12 years, and the 
groom was Londoner, Leslie 
Bull, 

The couple, who are both in 
Wheelchairs, were married at 
All Saints Church, Daresbury, 
and there was a reception for 
100 guests at the centre. 

The bridesmaids. Olive 
Franklin, Valerie Smith and 
Margaret Blood, were all 
fellow-residents of the couple. 
After the reception, the newly- 
weds left for a honeymoon at 


‘the Society’s Chiltern House in 


Oxfordshire. 


year running Roy French, | 
domestic supervisor at the — 
Society’s Meldreth Manor | 
School has surpassed that 


| sum ‘hatidsomely. The fete, 


which was opened by TV — 
man Graham Bell, attrac-— 
ted over 4,000 people, — 
largely, Roy feels, because 
of the fete’s reputation 

from last year. He worked 

on this show from oo 

beginning of the year, so - 
next year’s fete will be in 

the hands of the sc”:9ol’s © 
new deputy head, Mr A. 
McElvoy, while Roy has a_ 
rest. 


Loss for ‘62 Clubs 


MEMBERS of the Association 
of ‘62 Clubs will be saddened 
to hear of the death of 
Michael Ravensdale. First of 
all a member in Bedford, he_ 
later joined the London 62. 
Club and gave loyal service to” 
the committee for many years. — 
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SPASTICS NEWS 5 


before 
the day! 


DELEGATES come from all 
over the country to attend the 
Society's AGM in London, 
and traditionally, they are 
entertained to a party on the 
night before the meeting. It : - Sirs ore 550 ae , il 
ites everyone a chance = ae ® MRS Joyce Smith, who is a Vice-Chairman of the @ MRS Clarrie Williams, a member of the Society’s Executive Council; Lord Parry, 
" together, discuss mutual prob- Society, is pictured with her husband, Peter, and Mr Barry _ President of the Society's Wales Region Co-ordinating Committee; Lady Parry, and 


AONE GO DHS Seiden ncn 


SSS “ s - me See 


_ lems — an opportunity par- Peet, warden of the Society’s Coombe Farm residential Mr Tony Diamond, the Society’s Secretary. 
3 ticularly valued by local centre. 
group members — and meet 


_ Executive Council members, 
Society executives, and per- 
_ sonalities associated with the 
—- erganisation. 

_ Naturally enough, guests at 
the pre-AGM party are offered 
_ a glass of wine (served by 
‘Society staff) and a= snack 
(cooked and served ditto). And 
3 because Spastics News records 
the get-together in pictures we 
invariably receive letters of 
complaint after. the paper is 
published, on the lines of: 
‘Why is the Spastics Society 
Spending . money on - lavish 
entertaining?’ or ‘Disgusted to 
| see pictures of péople with 
glasses in their hands af a 
charity’s function. 

Before the 1978 letfers are 
penned, let's point out once 
and for all, that the party is 
a once-a-year occasion: the : . : ee bi ee 
j oe ie Pane sig rari ee C7 MRS Jean Whitehead, left, was at the party with her son David, extreme right, who © MR Alex Moira, a Vice-Chairman of the Society and 
two hours . . . and by no aS trained at the old Lancaster Training Centre (now Beaumont College), nine years one of its founder members, with Ms Rita Higham, Head 
stretch of the puritanical 2g0, and has been working as a press operator ever since. ‘A satisfied customer, said of Meldreth Manor School. 

imagination could it be called Philip Dyer, the Society’s Head of Development and Advisory Services, who is also 


lavish! in the picture with Mrs E. Rimmer, of the South Sefton Spastics Society. 


ee 


: ; ee ty Se sr Boe 
® PROFESSOR Paul Polani, Director of the Paediatric 
Research Unit at Guy’s Hospital, is pictured with Mr Ian 
Dawson-Shepherd, a founder member of the Society, its 
first Chairman, and now Executive Council member. A LONG serving supporter of the cause is Mr J. Evans, 
From the day when Mr Dawson-Shepherd and three _ of the Cardiff and District Spastics Society, pictured with 
fellow pioneers founded the Society, he has been one of | Mr Derek Lancaster-Gaye, the Society’s Director of Re- 


Ph 


its most devoted workers. sources. 


® MR Bill Huddleston, of the Cleveland Spastics Society, 
was attending the pre-AGM party as a candidate in the Ren a | ae 
Executive Council elections at the meeting next day. co ‘3 : acseuneime 
Though it was his first attempt, he was successful, Pic- oe 

tured with him are Mr Peter Day, of the York Spastics i. pee WALKING AID 
Society, and Chairman of the Regional Co-ordinating z PRT. 
Committee, North East, and Mr J. W. Crosby, the Com- 


i i De ak vee = children to wal 
mittee’s Treasurer. Overseas Engineering 48> = child k 
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THELMA GREEVES 


Ulster's 


aid for 
exciting 


campaign 


THELMA  Greeves has 
been secretary. of the 
Northern Ireland Council 

_ for Orthopaedic Develop- 
ment for the last 18 
months, and NICOD 
recently donated £5,000 to 
the Society’s ‘Saye a Baby’ 
campaign. 

Thelma explained ‘We 
believe that this campaign 
is the most exciting cam- 
‘paign to happen in the 
world of the _ disabled. 
Unfortunately, we in Nor- 
thern Ireland have the 
highest incidence of handi- 
cap in our population and 
we are at the start of a two- 
year survey to categorise 
the different types. We 
realise that this campaign 
will have _ far-reaching 
effects for us. 

_ ‘We have another reason 
for supporting it — The 
Spastics Society has always 
been of the greatest help 
both morally and _finan- 
cially, so we want to do the 


LS 


} 


Chairman fires first 
salvo in the German 
measles hattie 


FIRST salvo in the Society’s German measles 
campaign came at the AGM when Mr Dorrien 
Belson warned that the current epidemic in 
Britain will mean that the average number of 
400 Rubella-damaged children who are born will 
climb dramatically this year. 

Mr Belson, the Chairman of the Spastics 
Society, was addressing the annual meeting held 
at the Royal College of Surgeons, London, on 
October 14, and his warning received much Press 
publicity. (More about the campaign on page 1.) 


Mr Belson. said: 
‘These disturbing facts 
illustrate clearly that 
Britain is still way 
behind other countries 
in its vaccination pro- 
gramme for current 
and future generations 
of child-bearing 
women.’ 

Since Britain started a 
vaccination. programme in 
1970 for schoolchildren, 
the accumulative effect 
meant that for recent years 
the percentage of girls 
given immunisation against 
the disease was approxi- 
mately 70 per cent. That 
was not nearly enough. 

‘This is an example of 
needless death and handi- 
cap, said Mr Belson. It 
was another, reason why 
The Spastics Society’s “Save 
a Baby’ Campaign was 
seeking massive support for 
a petition urging the 


positive steps to ensure 
that any form of needless 


handicap in the country ~ 


should be eliminated for 


all time. 

Mr Belson spokes of the 
remarkable progress so far of 
the ‘Save a Baby’ campaign, 
and declared: ‘We are now ata 
point where we must ask our- 
selves how. far we have 
succeeded in 
our message, not only to the 
public, but to Whitehall, where 
the really important decisions 
are made. 

‘We have received many 
soft answers which can _ cert- 
tainly be construed as encour- 
aging. For example. following 
on the St George’s Day rally, 
when a petition was handed in 
at No 10 Downing Street, the 
Society received a letter from 
the Prime Minister stating 
that he welesmed the campaign 
and would give it his support. 
However; Mr Callaghan also 
sought to make the case that 
many of the improvements we 
are campaigning for were 
already in band. But — bear- 


pressing home , 


knowledge were to be put into 
practice, spastic births would 
be cut by 40 per cent with 
healthy babies born instead of 
damaged ones — We cannot 
readily accept his reassurances. 
Instead we must continue to 
press for really first-class ser- 
vices for all pregnant women 
and the newborn. 

‘Mr Roland Moyle. Minister 
of State for the Department 
of Health and Social Security, 
also made an important state- 
ment when he announced in 
the House, in June of this 
year, that regional] health 
authorities have been asked to 
cover. in detail; in the 
strategic plans they are re- 
quired to submit in January 
1979, the subject of perinatal 
infant mortality and handicap, 
and to state their plans for 
improvements in areas with 
persistently poor figures.” 

Mr Belson said the Society 
had been ‘greatly heartened’ 
by the decision of the General 
Council of the Trades Union 
Congress to Support the cam- 


 paign. 


‘All these initial reactions to 
our campaign have certainly 
been helpful, he said, ‘but 
there is a long way to go yet 
and our ultimate aim must still 
be nothing fess than a firm 
government commitment to a 
proper perinatal programme on 
the scale similar to that under- 
taken in France, with the 
necessary resources to back it 
up. 

‘We must continue to cam- 
paign hard and this is where 
everyone can help us. As you 
know, a group of supporters is 
organising a petition which we 
intend to present to the govern- 
ment of the day early next 
year. It was ‘unfortunate’ that 
a few people had refused to 
sign the petition because they 
thought the Society was sup- 
porting abortion, while others 
have refused because they 
thought it was anti-abortion. 
He wished to make the 
Society’s position absolutely 
clear, ‘and I repeat that what- 
Cont. on Page 8 


Moment 


of truth! 


ihe 


A SOLID silver salver was presented to Mr Douglas — 


Arter, Chairman of Top Ten Promotions Ltd, by the 
Society’s Chairman, Mr Dorrien Belson, as a mark of 
the Society’s gratitude for the help receiyed from the 
Spastics Pool promoters over the last 21 years. 


21 years of trials” 
and triumphs for 
the Spastics Pool 


THE theme of Mr Douglas 
Arter’s speech to the AGM 
was ‘21 Years of Fund 
Raising, and in a detailed 
and informative talk the 
Chairman of Top Ten Pro- 
motions Ltd ranged over 
the history of the Spastics 
Pool with its triumphs and 
trials — especially of the 
early days when it faced 
prosecution. On the long 
association with The Spas- 
tics Society he declared: 
‘I speak for all our direc- 
tors and staff when I say 
how delighted we are ‘to 
have been associated with 
the cause of spastics during 
the last 21 years.” 

August. 1957 was the start- 
ing date of the Spastics Pool, 


the first week’s prize money 
was. £497 4s 2d and _ the 


Society received £275 in mem-. 
bers donations. By Christmas 
that year, the membership was 
100,000 and in less than two 
years £1 


million had ~ been 


raised for spastics. 
not only spastics 
causes were being helped by 
the formation of the Good 
Neighbours Trust, the Sembal 


but 


And soon ~ 
other 


Trust. and the Van Neste 


Foundation. : 

The Finance Bill. of 1964 
sought to charge betting duty 
on members benefits. 
were made to circumvent the — 
Act and bitterly 


sively through the High Court, 
the Appeal Court and the 
House of Lords. Eventually 
they were required to pay 
HM Customs and Excise the 
sum of £10 million. The 


Spastics Society lost £800,000 — 


Efforts 


contested. 
-actions were fought succes- 


as the result of the litigation. 


More changes followed 


through the years to keep the 


Pool legal, and eventually it 
became licensed by the Gam= 
ing Board of Great Britain. 


The Pool is protected until — 


July 1979 through the Pool 


Competitions Act. 1971 which 
ran for five years and was then — 


renewed yearly until such time 
as the Royal’ Commission on 


Gambling presented its recom- — 


mendations. . ; 


The Royal Commission's _ : 
report appeared earlier this 
year, and Mr Arter said: ‘Ta _ 
my mind this report is vindic- 
tive and biased against those 
organisations protected by the 
Pool Competitions Act in — 
general and the Spastics Pool — 
im particular. For its conclu: 
sions categorically state that 
the Act should be allowed ta 
lapse, . 2 

Mr Arter. told’ the AGM: — 

‘IT have already discovered ~ 
that some MPs have heard of 
the Commission’s Report, but — 
haven't read it and probably 
Won't unless they are reminded 
of the difficult position in 
which we find ourselves. 

‘In order to. preserve our 
joint venture it is vitally 
necessary for The Spastics 
Society and Top Ten Promo- — 
tions to work together in a — 
common strategy, Failing that — 
_ we must tackle MPs individt- — 

ally. Each and every one of — 
you in this hall has a local 

MP who can be approached. — 

“Together we shall confound — 
the Royal Commission —_ 

Parliament I am sure will be — 

solidly behind us.’ S 


utmost to help. Despite 
the current civil unrest and 
despite unemployment, the 
people of Northern Ireland 
give more per head of 
population than anywhere 
else in the UK,’ 


MAUREEN Oswin whose books highlighting the scandal 
of handicapped children in long-stay hospitals were re- 
ferred to by Mr Dorrien Belson in his AGM speech, pic- 
tured with Charles Wood, the Society’s senior regional 
officer in the North East. 
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MUMFICAR 
PRODUCTS 


A, Aki D _ Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 
quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 
All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT 
Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 


THE writing on the wall for all those local groups who 
are falling behind in their efforts to promote the ‘Save a 
Baby’ campaign. The graphic illustration was a ready 
guide for AGM delegates to see just how well their own 
group or region was doing in supporting the ‘priority of 
priorities.’ Unfortunately, though, it may be that the 


groups who aren’t bothering to support the campai 
do not bother to attend the AGM either! gist 
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- Regan and Mr Rigby were 
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-MR THOMAS 


NENE candidates stood for 
election for the five vacan- 
cies on the Society’s 
Executive Council at the 
AGM. Mr Belson, Dr 


re-elected (five members of 


the 15-strong: Council 
resign by rotation each 


_year); and Mr Huddleston 


and Dr Firman were mem- 


bers elected in place of Mr 


Dennis Bean and Mr 


_ Adrian Wright. 


- Frieth, 


About the successful 
candidates: 

Mr Dorriten Belson, of 

Henley on Thames, 
Oxon, was re-elected to the 
Council and also re-elected 
Chairman of the Society. He 
has been Chairman since 1973. 

Mr Belson is the parent of 
a@ Spastic son and first became 


actively involved with ‘the 
voluntary movement to aid 
spastic people through his 


wifes efforts to start a local 
group in Bath, Somerset. 
When he moved from Bath 


to London he became deeply 


involyed with the work of the 
national Society. He was first 
a committee member. then an 
Executive Council member and 
then honorary treasurer before 
taking over as chairman. 

Dr Ronald Firman, PhD. 
Senior lecturer in geology at 
the University of Nottingham, 


and himself spastic, lives. at 
Chilwell,. Beeston, Notting- 
ham. 


He is a committee member of 
Nottingham and District 


MR. Iorwerth Thomas is 
the Society’s Hon Treas- 
urer, and it is his duty at 


» the AGM to explain, illu- 


minate, and comment on 
the columns of figures in 
the printed Accounts 
studied by delegates at the 
meeting. An important part 
of the agenda, but even Mr 


Thomas admitted that ‘it 


was ‘rather arid,’ and he 
-had heard it said that dele- 


‘gates called it ‘the sermon.’ 


‘If that be the case, then the 
least I can do is give you a 
text, declared Mr Thomas, and 
drew the meeting’s attention to 
Proverbs 11, verse 1, ‘A false 
balance is an abomination 
unto the Lord.’ 

No fear of such ‘abomina- 


tions, however, in the 
Society’s financial report and 
accounts, and appropriately, 
Mr Thomas thanked the indus- 
trious auditors with another 
verse from Proverbs! ‘When 
the righteous have triumphed, 
the City rejoices” 


The Treasurer told. the 
delegates that the balance 
sheet showed ‘the state of 


your realm’ which overall, had 
changed little from last year. 
Though the Society was going 
through ‘z stable — phase,’ 
changes, nevertheless, were 
occurring in income and 
expenditure. He explained: 
‘You can see that roughly 
one half of our income is 


from fees and grants, the other 
half from legacies, ete. in all 
making nearly £10m. Schools 
and centres grants are up, and 
Tam glad to say at about their 
maximum, but so also are their 
running costs, and an increase 
of almost £lm in the one is 
balanced by near equal in- 
creases in the other. 

‘There’ has also been a sig- 
nificant rise in our expendi- 
ture towards help in the home, 
to social work and for grants 
to groups in need of assist- 
ance. Others have suffered a 
commensurate drop, and much 
of the increases are less in real 
terms than they appear, again 
due to inflation, particularly 


- 


and Mr Peter Rigby after the announcement of their success in the Executive Council 


election. 


Friends of Spastics Group. and 
president of the Nottingham 
*62 Club, of which he was a 
founder member. Dr Firman 
was also the founder and past 
chairman and president of the 
Portland Club for the Dis- 
abled (Nottingham), and in- 
augurated the Nottingham 
University Club for the -Dis- 
abled. He has a _ lifetime’s 
personal knowledge of cerebral 
palsy,, and through the °62 
Clubs has personal contact with 
many spastic adults throughout 
England and Wales. 
Dr Firman served 
Spastics Society's 


on The 
Services 


Committee “(now renamed 
Resources Committee) from 
1967 to 1972, and was its vice- 
chairman for three years. 

Mr William Huddleston, a 
technocommercial co-ordinator 
from Glebe Park: Eaglescliffe. 
Cleveland, is chairman of the 
Work: and Welfare Centre 
management committee of 
Cleveland Spastics Society. 

He is the parent of a spastic 
and has wide experience of 
the effect of spasticity, on a 
family’s life because his sister 
was also spastic. 
ston is a member of the 
national council of the Institu- 


Mr Huddle-° 


tion of Works Managers, a 
governor of a local technical 
college- and a Methodist lay 
preacher. 

Dr Millicent Regan, Medical 
Officer of the Department of 
Health and Social Security. 
Merseyside Region, who lives 
at Blundellsands, Liverpool, is 


‘an. honorary member of the 


Friends of Liverpool Spastics 
Society and an associate mem- 
ber of Southport Spastics 
Society. 

She has been a member of 
the Executive Council since 
1972 and is at present a mem- 
ber of the Resources Com- 
mittee and Services Sub-Com- 
mittee. Dr Regan '.has a 
long-standing interest in the 
treatment of and provision of 
services for the handicapped. 

Mr Peter Rigby, of Muswell 
Hill, London N10, is a com- 
pany director and is chairman 
and founder of the Hornsey 
Centre for Handicapped Child- 
ren. He was also co-founder 
of the Habinteg Housing 
Asseviation which aims to 
provide integrated housing for 
the disabled » within  able- 
bodied communities. 

As far as. the 
honorary officers go, it 
‘no change’ at the AGM. 

A Warrington civil engineer, 
Mr Tforwerth Thomas, was re- 
elected as honorary treasurer. 
He has been a member of the 
Society's Executive Council for 
eight years, and is also chair- 
man of the Society’s Finance 
Committee, and a member of 


Society's 
Was 


fm The man who made even the cash ‘sermon 
sound interesting 


MR William Huddleston, Dr Ronald Firman, Mr Dorrien Belson, Dr Millicent Regar 


A 


on Salaries and material costs. - 


One point I must make is 
that administration both in the 
‘fields of finance and personnel 
is becoming more and more 
coniplex and an increase’ in 
this. area must be expected. 
Although a large part of the 
increase in Central Services 
cost is purely salaries adjust- 
ments, there has also been a 
certain increase in numbers. 

‘There are those who believe 
that the administration of 
charities should be carried out 
on shoestring budgets. I am 
not one of them. 
yes, but. effectiveness too. 
Dangerous scantiness of infor- 
mation, of control, of applica- 
tion and of planning — most 
certainly not —- and I de not 
apologise for the relatively 


Cont. on Page 8 


Keen contest for Executive Council seats 


champion of the disabled and 
a tireless worker in the volun- 
tary field, who has been a mem- 
ber of the Society’s Council 
since 1971 and a vice-chairman 
since 1974. She is a member 
of the Management Board, the 
Resources Committee .and of 
the Habinteg Housing Associk- 
tion. 

Mrs Smith ‘is also chairman 
of the Salisbury and District 
Spastics Society and chairman 
of the West Regional Co- 
ordinating Committee. She is 
also involved in voluntary 
work for the elderly, the deaf 
and multiple sclerosis sufferers. 


Mr Alex Moira, a_ well- 
known architect. now retired,’ 
was. one of the four founder 


members of the Society in 
1952 and has been a member of 
its executive body ever since. 


During his 25 years of volun- 


tary service to the handicapped, 
he has served on most o! the 
Society's decision-making com- 
mittees, and he is also an 
ex-officio member of every 
committee appointed by the 
Council. He is chairman of the 
Resources Committee and a 


member of the -Management 
Board. 
Mr Moira ‘has a_ spastic 


daughter and lives at Ched- 
ington, Beaminster, Dorset. 


Econoniy, ~ 
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DAVID JACOBS 
| 


aj 
tory... 
story... 
DAVID Jacobs, the enter- 
tainment~ personality, as a 
former chairman of the Stars 
Organisation for Spasties and 
now one of its vice-presidents, 
‘gave a lively account of the 
SOS from its inception to the 
present day. 

SOS had its birth ina simple 
cocktail party in the early 50s, 
held to persuade some enter- 
tainers to hold a fund-raising 
ball for spastics.- That ball at 
the Grosvenor ‘House was so 
successful that it was the 
first of over 20, and the stars 
involved, Vera Lynn, Dorothy 
Tutin, Avril Angers, Thora 
Hird, Harry Secombe. Tommy 
Cooper. Frankie Howard. John 


Mills, David Nixon, Peter 
Sellers and Cyril Stapleton; 
decided that the show must go 
on. 
When £15,000 was in_ the 
bank the entertainers decided 
to found a holiday home for 
spastic children and he was 
made chairman of the manage- 
ment committee. The perfect 
site’ was found in Bexhill but 
neighbours were vociferous in 
their protests until the SOS 
said they would abandon their 
project in order to.found a 
home for teenage delinquents! 
Since. then the neighbours 
have been enthusiastic in their 
help. More and more fixtures 
were added to the fund-raising 
list. money was pouring in 
and so the SOS decided to~ 
have a permanent ‘family, and 
founded’ Wakes Hall in Essex. 

The’ SOS also runs three 
shops in Colchester, Southend 
and Cambridge but still, 


according’ to Mr Jacobs; 
although this was no mean 
achievement for a band of 


entertainers they felt there was 
more, to “be done. They 
achieved another goal with the 
opening of Good Neighbours 
House in Southwark. Now the 
SOS is fully behind the 
Society's “Save a Baby cam- 
paign. 


and tittle or no overrun requ 
bottom. Folds away to leav 
for norma’ 


Ae Re Re a em 


{To Stannah 1 , Dent. S.A., Watt Close, 5 
1 East Portway. Andover, Hants. ' 
Tel: 0264 64311 » 


a Wa : ' 

Send me your Stalrilft systems brochure. 3 
i 

' 


vk 2 
use, Silver Rail gives continued 
Je or a costly 
able — the 
curved travel. 


: : : ae bas i its Management Board. I: 

See, a ? ° eer Mr Thomas is the parent of Ries Te 

DR Mary Griffiths of the Worcester and District Spastics Society, pictured right, chats |. spasticichild. vecaies 
with Sarah Feilden, Midlands regional officer and Dave Jones, secretary of the Dudley The . Society's: “two * vice- lu: 


and District Spastics Group, who commented: ‘I don’t always agree with what is said at 
the AGM but as a whole I think it is very good — very efficient, too, but still very 
friendly.’ 


chairmen were re-elected. They | 
are: 
Mrs Joyce Smith, an active | 
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Accounts 
sermon 


Cont. from Page 7 

small increase concerned. 
On the Society's income, Mr 
Thomas said that the (radi- 
tional sources were those of 
investment yields, legacies, 
donations, and one other — 
the money that came from 
Top Ten Promotions — the 
| promoters of the Spastics Pool 
— and ‘let us note yet again 
that it is well over £I1m. Both 
Mr Thomas, and the Society’s 
Chairman in his speech, were 
warm in their praise of the 
continuing efforts of Top Ten. 
The Treasurer commented 
that if the Society was to find 
new sources .of income = in 
future it would probably have 
to look at the commercial 
field in detail ‘and, hopefully— 
when legislation is at last 
channelled sensibly — perhaps 

into the area of lotteries.’ 


PICTURE right: Jean 
Martin of Derby with her 
husband Tim, who is treas- 
urer of the °62 Clubs Asso- 
ciation. They have a daugh- 
ter, Helen, age two, and 
Jean told the AGM of the 
unfairness of having her 
Mobility Allowance taken 
into consideration when it 
came to assessment for help 
with creche fees. 


Chairman’s first salvo 


Cont. from Page 6 


ever anyone’s views may be 
about abortion, it is no part of 
this Society’s function to be 
involved in if in any way at 
all 

Mr Belson spoke of the new 
developments for severely 
handicapped school-leavers and 
young adults—Beaumont Col- 
lege, in Lancaster, Dene Col- 
lege in Tonbridge; and the 
Douglas Arter Centre in Wilt- 
shire. But there was a desper- 
ate need in some other parts 
of the country for ‘similar 
centres; enabling parents to 
maintain the family unit as a 
whole by caring for the handi- 
capped member: at home. 


Though the Society may no 


longer be able to find the large 
sums of money needed to build 
large and costly units, it must 
find a compromise to help this 
needy group of people. ‘This 
is why we are currently look- 
ing at ways and means in which 
we might work in co-operation 
With local authorities to find 
more places for profoundly 
handicapped school-leavers and 
adults at a realistic cost to 
the Society,’ he said. 

‘The long-awaited Warnock 


Committee’s report has now . 


been published and while this 
approved the principle of the 
integration of handicapped 
children into ordinary schools, 
it commented that special 
schools would continue to 
feature -prominently in the 


range of provision for child- 
ren with special educational 
needs. The Society agrees 
with this view and _ believes 
that, for the foreseeable future, 
special schools will always be 
in demand for a percentage of 
children with particular and 
profound disabilities, and with 
needs that could never be met 
in an ordinary school. 

‘While the Society is trying 
its utmost to cater for the 
severely handicapped child. 
for whom facilities for educa- 
tion, training, treatment and 
management are so sadly lack- 
ing, it is, unfortunately, still 
only able to cater for compara- 
tively few. But it is con- 
stantly mindful of the large 
numbers of children who are 
condemned to a cabbage-like 
existence in the thoroughly 
unsuitable confines of the sub- 
normality hospitals in this 
country. That 5,000 children 
should still languish in mental 
handicap hospitals is a matter 
for deep concern. and the 
Society has done its utmost to 
draw public attention to their 
plight.’ 

After detailing the ways in 
which the Society was work- 
ing to help these children, Mr 
Belson pledged: ‘We will con- 
tinue to campaign until child- 
ren are no longer admitted to 
the wards of these hospitals 
where they are not getting the 
specialised help they need if 
they are to develop, nor the 
individual, loving care and 
attention which should be the 
right of every child.’ 
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_ Honda specialists 
for disabled drivers. 


GreaterLondon 


Avon 

Morning Star MotorsLtd., White Hart Garage, 
Bath. ; ‘ Barnes. 

Tel No: 0272425395 Tel No: 01-8765761 
Berkshire Hampshire 

John Filbee, Clifford Sales Ltd., 
Reading. 3 Southampton. 

Tel No: 0734 51010 Tel No: 0703 27051 
Maidenhead Honda Centre, Gunner& AllenLtd., 
Maidenhead. - Lee-on-Solent. 

Tel No: 062 882 2543 Tel No: 0705 550448 
PowerCars, SmithBros. Motors, 
Slough SL2 5Af. Fleet. 

Tel No: 75 38444 Tel No: 02514 22300 
Cambridgeshire Hertfordshire > 
Chesterton Autocars Ltd, Bengeo Service Station, 
Cambridge. Bengeo. . 
Tel No: 0223 57770 Tel No: 3251177 
Cheshire Specialist Cars Ltd, 


C.T.&B.W.AllenLtd, 
Macclesfield. 


Nr. Stevenage. 
Tel No: 0438 51565 


Tel No: 0625 23592 hehe Ma 
Cleveland Hatheld. 

J.T. Dickinson Ltd, ba rei ics tal 

Middlesbrough. ea ee 
Tel No: 0642 45785 Hemel Hempstead, 

b ecsersi: Tel No: 0442 51466 
pho Riewiaae Hereford & Worcester 
Barrow-in-Furness. Tae wa Ltd, 

Try 5 > 
Tel No: 022923470 ‘Tel No: 068 454977 
Derbyshire Ként 
Emery Motors, 2 G 2 
Chatham Service Station, 
TeING: 0332-44248 Chatham. 
Reels Ltd =o Tel No: 0634 408361 
peared < Hammonds & Oakwood 
Tel No: 0298 2494 be sag bigeye 
Yepuntooniad, | NRA 
. > + 

Tel No: 0332.31282 Maidstone. ‘ 
ee st Tel No: 0622 53096 

cv . 
Torcross Garage, peacsabars d 
Nr. Kingsbridge. wah ok a Garage Ltd, 
Tel No; 054 858205 Osbaldeston, 
= z reba ps 

orset Tel No: 025 4812331 
Bridport MotorCo, Bill Head Ltd., 
Bridport. Preston. 
Tel No: 0308 22468 Tel No: 077252066 
EastSussex EricKitchen, 
Herstmonceux Service Morecambe. ss 
see, Herstmonceux, Te} No: 0524 410155 

USSEX. Leicestershire 

TelNo: 032 1812211 Bob Gerard, 
Gloucestershire Leicester. 


Paganhill Service Station, 
Stroud. 
TelNo; 04364781 


TelNo: 0533 56281 


Manchester (Greater) 


- Autocars OldhamLtd., 
ol 


dham. 
Tel No: 061 6525213 
H. Robinson & Sons Ltd, 
Rochdale. 
Tel No: 070645964 
Tottington MotorCo. Ltd, 
Tottington, 
Nr.Bury. 
Tel No: 0204 882215 
Norfolk 
Reliance Garage, 
KingsLynn. 
TelNo: 0553 2350 
Northumberland 
H.& G. Robinson 
(Gosforth) Ltd., Morpeth. 
Tel No; 06702241 
H.&H.(M/C}Ltd, 
Ashington. 
Tcl No: 0670 813000 
Nottinghamshire 
Kings Motors Ltd, 


. Worksop. 


Tel No: 0909 3209 
NorthernIreland 
Savoy Motors, 
Belfast. 

Tel No: 0232 744137 
Oxfordshire 

Jay Bee Motors, 
Banbury. 

‘Tel No: 0295 3391 
Scotland 
Doonfoot Garage, 
Alloway, 


Ayr. 
Tel No: 0292 42342 
Grampian Cars, 


Perth, 

Tel No: 0738 31515 
Ninian Sanderson, 
Glasgow. 

Tel No: 0413324663 
Shropshire 

Shifnal Motor Services Ltd., 
Shifnal, 

Tel No: 0952 460527 
Somerset 
Burnham-on-Sea Motor 
Co.Ltd,, Burnham-on-Sea, 
Tel No: 0278 782793 
Shepton Mallet Motors, 
Shepton Mallet. 

Tel No: 0749 2864 


Suffolk 
ChapmansNCHLtd, 
Norwich. 

Tel No: 0603 29825 
Kings of BarrowL td, 
Bury St. Edmunds. 
Tel No: 0284 910411 


Revetts (Norwich Road} Ltd, 


Ipswich. ; 
Tel No: 0473 53726 
Wrights Motors Ltd, 
South Lowestoft. 

Tel No: 0502 4645 
Surrey 

Comerfords Ltd, 
Thames Ditton, 

Tel No: 01-398 553% 


H.&W. Autos(Ewellj Ltd, 
West Ewell. 

Tel No: 01-397 5992 
Wales 

§.R,CarSales, 

Cwmbran, 


Gwent. 

Tel No: 063 3367314 
Warwickshire 
Lime GaragesLtd., 
Leamington Spa. 
Tet No: 092623221 
West Midlands 


H.&S. Motors Ltd, 
Solihull. 
Tel No: 056 432933 


Midland Road Garages Ltd, 


Walsall. 
Tel No: 0922 32311 
Yorkshire North 


TF. Smithwaite Ltd, 
Northallerton. 
Tel No: 0609 3924 


Yorkshire West 


William Hepworth Ltd, 
Kirkburton, 

Nr. Huddersfield. 

Tel No: 048 483777 


We've made it for you. 


The new Honda 
Civic 1250. We call it the 
civilised Civic. 

It’s remarkably well- 
mannered. Well behaved. 
With a formidable 
reputation for reliability. 

Now we've adapted it 
specially for your needs. 
In fact, we were the first 
manufacturer to makea 
disabled kit specially for 
its own Car. 

_ The disabled driver's 
Civic has automatic 
transmission as standard, 
and a combination of 
hand controls that can be 
individually selected for 


teen 


ABOVE: Mr D. H. Simpson, warden of the Buxton ad 


| 


a , 
ult 


residential centre in conversation at the AGM with Sheila — 


and Bob Tanner, manager and manageress of the King- — 
ston adult house unit. 
BELOW: Roger Brooksby and his mother, Ruby, and — 
Mary Marshall of the South London Group are regular 
AGM < attenders and felt that this year’s event was even 
better than last year. 


s 


aoe eae 
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your particular disability. 
The special Civic still | 


enjoys the full Honda 
warranty, and promises 
you a Safe, civilised drive 


wherever you go. 
For further information — 


contact your nearest 
Honda Specialist for , 
disabled drivers (listed) or 


write to: 


Mr.D.Lle 


Honda (UK) Ltd., 


Power Road, Chis 


London W4 5YT. 


Another word for quality. | 
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— mind 
_ chairs 
mechanically sound, but how 
~ many of your readers who. own 
both the indoor and outdoor 


to have six 12 volt; 


units 
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_ guarantee. 
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q ea YOU MATCH MY 


- POWER S$ TRUGGLE? 


3 _ BEING an owner of a battery- 


powered vehicle for almost 


three years, I was interested to | 


read about the powered chairs 
in September’s Spastics News. 

There isn’t any doubt in my 
that these powered 
are well built and 


types have had battery. and 


- recharger failures like I have? 


In just over two years, f had 
66 amp, 
car batteries and two charging 
replaced. Fortunately, 
the first pair of batteries and 
the chargers failed within the 
chair’s guaranteed year. These 
replaced under the 
When the replace- 
ment batteries were two 
months old, a_ technician 
spent a whole day test-running 


_ my chair over a measured mile. 


‘The result was that the bat- 
the 12 miles as 
the mechanics 


Who can vote 


at the AGM? 


; ON reading about the Execu- 
tive Council elections at the 
Societys AGM _ in. Spastics 
News, I was suddenly struck 
‘by=< the phrase -*. +. The 
Society is anxious that all 
those eligible to vote do so.’ 
Jt made me wonder how one 


“becomes entitled to vote at the 


meeting? 
Iam a 60-year-old spastic, 


- wheelchair bound, but fairly 


mobile and, I hope. mentally 


~ normal. I have attended meet- 


ings in different parts of the 


country, wherever I have been 
living, haye entered the. 
literary competition for the 


last five or six years and am a 
regular reader of Spastics 
News of many years stand- 
ing. I would like to make 
some contribution so where 
does the right to vote come 
from? 

Mr Tom Gair, 

Cheshire Home, 

Maffen Hall, Mafien, 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 


 @ Entitled to vote in Execu- 


tive Council elections are 
members of the Council, mem- 
bers of special committees and 
nominee members of affiliated 
groups or other organisations, 
and honorary life members of 
the Society. 


were in good trim. was 
advised that the chair was out 
of guarantee and that I should 


refer any further problems 
with batteries to my local 
dealer. Six months later, these 


started to fail. 

During extensive tests with 
the aid of a_ technician 
and 


two qualified electrical 


engineers it would seem that 
the automotive batteries are 


- unsuited for this type of job. 


In my case, and two other 
vehicles I know of, this is so. 
At the moment, my _ third 
charger is failing as it drops 
from 17 amps output to only 
1} amps when the batteries are 
only half charged, This means 
being forced to continually 
exhaust the batteries on nearly 
every journey or stay at home 
every. other day. 

At present day prices, I 
would have ‘to pay out £112 
for 2 pair. of; batteries ”— 
excluding labour costs—every 
16 months. The cost of a new 
charger is anything from £20 
upwards. 

Andrew J. Carman, 
350 Padgate Lane, 
Padgate, 
Warrington. 


The caring 
people 


WHEN I was holding forth 
to a workmate about the 
barbarity of that horrible seal 
cull in the, Orkneys, I was 
amazed when she turned to 
me and said: ‘Fancy you car- 
ing about animals, too?  [ 
thought you were only inter- 
ested in helping spastics!” 

In my many years experience 
of working for ‘charities, [ 
have found that the people 
who couldn't care less about 


animal welfare, couldnt care 
less about people welfare 
either. You-either have a 
heart, or you don't. 

Mrs R.S., 

Birmingham. 


‘Good team’ was even better — 


WE were delighted to see the 
photograph- of the Midlands 
and East Anglian team of box 
collectors in Spastics News. 
However, I would be grateful 
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No room at the inn for 
girl in a wheelchair 
hy Nancy Tuft 


WHEN 22-year-old Angela Morris went out one 
evening for a quiet drink with friends to the 


Green Man, Edgware, 


Middlesex, she didn’t 


expect to end up reading about her night out 
in the Sunday newspapers. 

‘Storm over the Pub Boss who Threw Out a 
Wheelchair Girl’ shouted the headlines, and the 
story was accompanied by a charming photograph 
of Angela on a more auspicious occasion, pre- 
senting a bouquet to HRH Princess Anne at a 
charity performance of ‘Evita’ in: June. 


‘OK, so the Green 
Man incident hap- 
pened. | got annoyed 
but | certainly didn’t 
expect to find myself 
in the News of the 
World,’ said Angela. 
‘But I’m not sorry 
because it does put it 
over to people that 
this sort of thing can 
happen.’ 


Angela has since re- 
ceived letters of sympathy 
from other wheelchair 
users all over the country. 
The News of the World has 
also received many letters 
expressing the disgust of 
their readers at the incident 
when Angela and _ her 
wheelchair friends were 
asked to leave the pub. It 
is also. claimed that the 
landlord referred to Angela 
and her friends as ‘cab- 
bages.” 

Ind Coope,- the brewery 
which owns the Green Man, 
say that Mr Cyril Hutchings, 
the manager involved in. the 
incident, has since been sus- 
pended on full pay while an 
inquiry is made. A_ relief 
manager has been installed in 
his place for the time being. 

Fortunately, 
Angela, who lives at the SOS 
Good Neighbours House, 
Camberwell, this sort — of 


Your offers 


FOR sale, Jennings typewriter, 


ene year old, as new, £100 or 
nearest offer.—Write to Martin 
Reeves, Orpington Hospital, 
Orpington, Kent. 


Mr. John Moses, aged 38, a 
resident of the Society’s 
Penarth Hotel for the past 12 
years, would like a female 
pen-friend, with a wide range 
of interests (including rail 
travel) and able to walk. Age 
immaterial. Mr Moses is dis- 
in his arms and_ legs 
and has a ‘speech impairment. 

Please contact John Moses, 
Mena House, 78 Victoria 
Road, Penarth, South Glamor- 
gan. 


WANTED: Meyra - Rehab 
wheelchair model 422. or 
422/200/69.—Colin McAllister, 
72 Norman Road, Walsall, 
WS5 3QN. Telephone 25188 
after 6.00 pm. 


and wants 


FOR sale: Everest and Jen- 
nings wheelchair, small pneu- 
matic tyres, seat width 18in, 
excellent condition, £40 ono.— 
Fel Burghfield Common 2681 
or write to: Hedgcrows, Hatch 
Lane, Burghfield: Village, nr 
Reading, Berks. 

ORT 

FOR sale, Elkomi 2 communi- 
cating aid, new condition, 
batteries rechargeable at mains, 
giving 10 hours continuous 
performance, impossible to 
overcharge, weighs 2Ib and 
measures 7lin x 4$in x 23in; 
bargain price £175. — Barnes, 
Home Fields, Ipswich Road, 
Pulham Market, Diss, Norfolk 
IP21 4XP. 

@ INDIVIDUAL spastic 


people, their relatives, or 
local voluntary  .group 
members may advertise 
their Offers and Wants. in 
this column without 
charge. Write to the Editor 


at the address on Page 12. 


if you would correct an error 
in the story. The team collec- 
ted over £55,000 during the 12 
months to April 1978—not 
over the previous eight years! 
In the first 23 weeks of the cur- 


rent year £23,448 has. been 
collected by the ‘jolly good 
team.’ 


Christopher Robinson, 
Senior Appeals Develop- 
ment Officer, 

The Spastics Society. 


Sorry collectors! Covering 
ourselves with ashes and don- 
ning the sackcloth we try and 
blame it all on a_ crackling 
telephone... 


\ 


according to - 


occurrence doesn’t happen 


very often. 

‘All the pubs around Cam- 
berwell are very good 
helpful. If they see you out- 
side the door, they come out 
and help you in.’ 

Angela’s favourite pubs in 
the Camberwell area include 
The Rose. The Artichoke, The 
Silver Buckle and The Orange 
“Free. 

A more popular Ind Coope 
house, The Blue Anchor ‘in 
South Croydon, actually wel- 
comes wheelchair. users who 
are Angela’s workmates, from 
The Spastics Works 
Bramley Hill. 


and 


Centre. 


FLASHBACK to the day 
Angela made_ happier 
news. This was the ee 


Spastics News printed 
earlier this year when 
Angela met Princess Anne. 


Whose effort was ‘most 
outstanding ?’ 


THE Spastics 


Society’s 


Special Achievement 


Award for spastic people, which began in 1972, 
has become an annual event of great significance 
to the handicapped in their daily struggle to 
overcome difficulties and live as independently 


as possible. 


Every year nominations: 


flood in from _ families, 
colleagues, friends and 
neighbours of spastic men 
and women and young 
people over 12 years of 
age, all expressing their 
admiration of the way in 
which they are tackling 
their particular problems. 
Sometimes they are fight- 
ing a tremendous personal 
battle over daunting odds, 
with a seemingly unspec- 
tacular result, while others 
are scoring top honours in 
some field of employment 
or education. 

The citation remains 
Same aS in previous years: 

‘For the most outstanding 
effort or most meritorious 
achievement in any field by a 
spastic person in Britain from 
the age of 12 upwards.’ 

First prize is £250 plus a 
silver cup which the winner 
holds for one year, and this 
year the second prize has been 
increased to £50, with a third 


the 


Bearding the sponsors 


SMOOTH chins will be a rare sight in the Bull Inn, 


Ludlow, 


until the middle of November for customers and landlord alike 
are joining in a sponsored beard-growing contest to raise funds 
for the Society’s Kyre Park Centre at Tembury, Wells. 


In a ‘beards they win, 


shave you 


lose’ move, those con- 


testants who fail to stay the 10-week course will be fined £1 and 
those so pleased with the hirsute look that they decide to keep 


it will also have to pay £1. 


Pund-raising will be done by the 


millimetres of hair on those chinny-chin-chins which will be 


assessed. by girls from a local hairdressing salon, 
Barrack is confident of growing a superb set of whiskers— 


raising £100. 


Landlord Chris 
and 


prize of £25. There are ‘in- 
scribed medals for all finalists 
and all expenses are paid for 
finalists to attend a celebration 
lunch in London to meet the 
judges. 

A special 
awarded by 


prize” will be 
the Director of 


The Spastics Society to 
nominee who, in his Seanioe: 
has shown a= special effort, 
although not selected by the 
panel of judges as a finalist. 

The handicapped cannot 
nominate themselves, so YOUR 
help is needed. 

Closing date for nominations 
is Saturday January 6 1979 but 
entries are welcome from now 
onwards. 

Please write to the Organises, 
Mrs Nina Heycock, 27-33 Har- 
rington Gardens, South Ken- 


sington, London, SW7, giving 
name, address, approximate | 


age and as much background 
information as possible on the 
person you wish to nominate, 
and why you wish to do so. 


MALDEN 


We bring freedom to the handicapped 
through modern technology 


This new Division of Malden Electronics Limited 
introduces five new products: 


* The Malden Rally Special Go-Kart 


—an exciting fibreglass car with joystick control. 


x An Automatic Garage Door Opener 


—a transmitter in the car automatically opens and 
closes your up-and-over door. 


* The EasiSwitch 


—a hand-held ultrasonic transmitter to switch on 
appliances from your chair. 


* The Light & Learn Communicator 


—a portable communicator for those with little 


or no speech. 


* A joystick steering system 


for the Austin-Morris, Mini or Ford Escort. 


MALDEN CARE 


A Division of Malden Electronics Limited 


Malden House, 579 Kingston Road, 
Raynes Park, London SW20 8SD. 
Telephone: 01-543 0077. 
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= Where stairs present an insurmountable barrier, 
house occupiers are faced with three options. Firstly, to use only 
the ground floor. Secondly to move to a flat or bungalow which could 
be expensive and without a doubt disturbing to all concerned. 
Thirdly to purchase an H + C No. 36 Home Lift. 

H+C No. 36 Home Lifts are simple to operate 
and safe to use. They are fitted simply and occupy little space in 
most homes. The Home Lift runs on two rails and no ground floor 
enclosure is required. When not in use, the lift can be parked upstairs 
out of sight. 

The H+C No. 36 Home Lift presents a great 
opportunity for the disabled to enjoy fuller use of a house, ata 
reasonable price. 

Send today for the full facts from the firm who, 
for 40 years, have been the leaders in the Home Lift field. 
Don't forget, Local Authority grants may be available. Complete the 
coupon below for full particulars. No stamps need be used. 


Sage se ae ee Te en ie TATE eee a 


] Hammond+Champness Ltd., Freepost, London EC1B 1AR i 
NAME / 


| 
ADDRESS 


IPNH-+C lifts | ia. : 


SAL sae aap gl A ape pena paeparmaamr ae face 


SN Novl4 


nes 


- years. 


; 7 
‘We must live as ourselves 


The women who see 
new acceptance 


IN the mists of time 
there was a saint called 
Gemma, who was a 
cripple. Two years ago 
the name was brought 
to life again and given 
to a newly formed 
organisation. 

Now two of its mem- 
bers have talked to 
Spastics News about 
Gemma, why they feel 
such a group is neces- 
sary and the very 
special problems that 
face their members. 

For the members of 
Gemma represent women 
who face the double prob- 
lem of going through life 
both disabled and homo- 
sexual. 

Mary. Hall, 24,  ex- 
plained: ‘Just getting our 
name and existence known 
is almost impossible. When 
we approach newspapers to 
place an advertisement and 
mention the two big words 
“disabled” and “lesbian” 
no one wants to know. 

Mary, dressed in denim 
jacket and jeans with long 
blond hair has ‘been out’ 
as she described it for two 
‘T'd sort of known 
for a long time but I’d got 
a mental block about 
accepting it. Then I meta 
woman who thought I was 
already out of the closet as 
we say, and then I knew I 
had to come out.’ 

Kathryn Bell, 44, is a 
clerk in London although a 
Scot by birth. ‘I realised I 
was a lesbian when I was 
17, and I was rather 
pleased when I discovered. 
[ just felt it was right for 
me.” 

Mary joined Gemma 
because she had worked 
with disabled people since 
she was 16, and Kathryn’s 
friend Elsa, who founded 
Gemma, is a paraplaegic. 

Kathryn explained: “Gemma 
teally started because Elsa 
was surprised to meet another 
disabled lesbian. Up till then 
she had always felt she was 
the only one. She realised 
then that there must be others 
in the same situation. 

Gemma’s members suffer 
disabilities ranging from 
partial sight, multiple sclerosis, 
strokes and brain damage. 

‘The difficulty is reaching 
those disabled who are iso- 
lated in places like residential 
homes,’ said Mary. ‘Most 
homes won't accept publica- 
tions specifically for. homo- 
sexual people. and if straight 
papers won't.accept advertise- 
ments how are they ever going 
to find out? One group of 
charitable homes for the. dis- 
abled said they wouldn't put 
information on~ the notice 
board, but would circulate it, 

“However, if the warden or 
the matron is opposed to the 
whole idea there is no way 
residents are going to find out 
they are not alone. Many care 
staff still cannot accept the 
fact of any type of sexuality 
with their residents let alone 
homosexuality.’ 

Gemma prides itself on its 
discretion. Members can ring 


women, said . Kathryn. 


® MARY Hall, 


24, and Kathryn Bell, 


NOVEMBER 


belong to Gemma, the London-based organisa- 
tion which has a countrywide membership of 
women who are both disabled and homosexual. 


[fsobel on 01-539 2331 and 
leave their name and address 
for information to be sent to 
them. or write to Gemma BM, 
Box 5700 WC 1V 6XX,. and 
they will be told if there is a 
Campaign for Homosexual 
Equality in. their area. 
Members “meet at each 
others’ houses although they 
hired a hall for a meeting last 
month. Mary and- Kathryn 
say that most new members 
come along not so much 
apprehensive as to find others 
facing what they thought was 
a problem exclusive to them- 
selves. ‘Especially older 
‘One 


Are TV ads on the 


of. our members is in her 70's; 
For women growing up like 
her at a time when the fact 
wasn’t accepted, have spent 
most of their lives tnable to 
live fully as — themselves’ 
Gemma. wants those lesbians 
who are disabled and _ those 
who care for them to feel that 
they can live their own lives 
as themselves. When Spasties 
News asked Mary if an organi- 


sation for people who were_ 


both was a case of taking 
specialised interests too far, 
her instant reply was: ‘Is love 
a specialised interest? 


Liz Cook 


way for charities? 


THE Independent 
Broadcasting Authority, 
IBA, should be- more 
charitable 
charities when it comes 
to advertising. 

That is the advice of a 
working party set up by 
IBA which has been looking 
at the workings of the 
current. Act which prohibits 
charities from advertising 
their needs or objectives. 
Religious charities are even 
debarred from advertising a 
vacancy on their domestic 
staff. 

The working party’s re- 
port suggests that recognised 
charities 


should enjoy 
greater freedom. At pre- 
sent charities may only 


detail events in their adver- 
tisements on radio or tele- 
vision—nothing more. 

Of charities approached 
by the working party with 
a questionnaire, 141 re- 


towards) 


plied, of which 62 approved 
greater frecdom to adver- 
tise. There were 56 opposed 
and 10 ‘uncertain.’ 

The largest group of — 
charities in tavour of 
change were not the 
wealthiest their fund- 
raising ‘budgets in 1976 
ranged between £25,000 10 
£50,000. Those against 
feared that. the richer 
charities would have a dis- 
proportionate amount of 
time on the air and that 
charities would be involved 
in a costly’ battle which 
would lead to public 
disiHusionment. 

The report, however, 
feels that there is no com- 
pelling reason why chari- 
ties should not advertise 
more, subject to certain 


safeguards with the situa- 
tion being reviewed after 
three or five years. Now the — 
{BA will consider the report 
later this year. 
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be PICTURE above: Mrs 
_ Beatrice Rich, of Silver 
Street, Holcombe, Bath, 
receiving a £1,428 first 
dividend cheque from Mr 
‘Peter Broderick, com-— 
2 eey secretary, Top Ten 
Promotions Ltd, at the 
Ring of Roses Inn, Hol- 
-combe. Beatrice (74) has 
decided to invest her prize- 
money. 


For allages. « Batricar now complete with hood 
Pavement or country roads’ « No licence 

For Shopping and Country Rambles ¢ No Tax 
Climbs 4” kerbs and steep gradients. 


tee tee eee? 


BATRICAR . 


NAG STROUD: ENGLAND 
a ce oe a oe 


Send for free folder and demonstration details to: 


Braune of Stroud, Griffin Mill, 
Thrupp, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 2AZ 


Name 


Address nnn iy 
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‘Surprise 
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THEY can’t believe it! Mr 
and Mrs J. Stacey studying 
a first dividend cheque for 
£769, after receiving it from 
the manager of Bideford 
Football Club, Mr Dudley 
Barry, at the Royal and 
Fortesque Hotel, Barn- 
staple. Mr Stacey has been 
the landlord of the Prince 
of Wales public house in 
Ilfracombe, North Devon, 
for 22 years. 


PICTURE left: First prize 
Crossball winner Mr David 
Black (right of Findhorn 
Street, Dundee, was pre- 
sented with a cheque for 
£5,000 from 79-year-old 
Spastics Pool collector Mr 
Tom McDonald. However, 
it is not only David who 
has something to smile 
about as his collector Mr 
T. Gellately (left) also 


receives a cheque, a bonus 
of £250. 


ROY Laver, left, a Direc- 
tor of Top Ten Promotions 
which runs the Spastics 
Pool, hands over the key 
of a £6,500 mini-bus to 
be used by employees 
of Cleveland Spastics 
Society’s workshop. 

Bill Huddleston, Chair- 
man of Middlesbrough’s 
Spastics Work and Welfare 
Centre management com- 
mittee, receives the coach 
which was provided out of 
Spastics Pool funds. It will 
be used to transport dis- 
abled people to work. 

Barclays Bank also 
donated £1,000 to equip 
the coach. 


Picture by Evening Gazette, 


Middlesbrough. 


THE new ‘Top Cash’ 
instant lottery, run by 
The Spastics Society in 
conjunction with Top 
Ten Promotions, is now 
to be Jfaunched on 
Monday, November 13. 

Some 30 or 40 market 
sites have been donated all 
over the country for the 
sale of tickets, and the lot- 
tery office is appealing for 
people to man the stalls, 
either voluntarily or on a 
commission basis. 

The firm Road Chef has 
also promised to sell tickets 
in its motorway service 
stations. 

Local groups of the 
Society can earn 10 per 
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cent commission by selling 
tickets, provided that at 
least 100 are sold every 
week. 

There is a total of £4,000 
to be won in prize money 
weekly, including a jackpot 
of £1,000, plus hundreds of 
smaller cash prizes ranging 
from £100 to SOp. 

And after prize money 
has been paid out, all the 
proceeds from Top Cash 
Lottery will go to The 
Spastics Society. 

If you would like to help 
by selling tickets from a 
market stall near your 
home, please contact the 
Lottery Office, 2 Rectory 
Road, Worthing, Sussex. 
(Tel: 0903 209152.) 


— 


‘No segregation’ at 
their new hostel 


WORK will start shortly 
on the construction at 
Erskine of a new £300,000 
hostel for Scottish spastics. 

Accommodating 30 men 
and 12 women, the resi- 
dents will be drawn mainly 
from workers employed at 
the Scottish Council for 
Spastics work centre at 
Hillington, Glasgow, who 
are either homeless or 
whose families are in parts 
of Scotland, too far away 
for daily travel to’ be pos- 
sible. 
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occasions; 
and staff accommodation. The 


The new. structure will 
replace an. existing hotel at 
Westlands, Paisley. where 20 
young men-are housed.in an 
inconvenient, expensive-to-run 
Victorian mansion. 

The facilities will include 22 
single and 10 double bed- 
rooms, a large dining room 
and common room which can 
be merged into one for social 
kitchens, laundry 


14+ acre site slopes down 
towards the River Clyde. 

Mr William 8B. WHouston, 
Secretary of the Scottish Coun- 
cil for Spastics, said the rea- 
sons for going ahead with the 
new hostel despite the finan- 
cial burden entailed, were 
that the present Westlands 
hostel was too small, and any 
extension would be impossibly 
expensive in relation to what 
could be. achieved. . Secondly, 
it could cater for men only; 
spastics suffered enough from 
their ~-disabilities without 
imposing an_ artificial segre- 
gation as between men and 
women. 
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@ Electronic GAMES MACHINE STALKER 


® Multi-range PAGE TURNER for newspapers 
@ Farrowgraph DRAWING MACHINE 

@ BLISS SYMBOLS INDICATOR 

@ ROTARY INDICATORS 

® VISUO-MOTOR SCANNER aids pen control 
e 
@ 


3 High Street, Gosport 81179 
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British Pregnancy Advisory 
Service is a non-profit making 
registered Charitabie Trust. 


Birmingham 021-643 1463 
Bournemouth 02016 77720 
Brighton 0273 so9726 
Cardiff 0222 372389 
Chester 0244 27113 
Glasgow 041-204 1832 
Leeds 0S32 443861 
Liverpool 051-227 3727 
London 01-222 O98S 
Mancheste) 061-236 7777 
Sheffield 0742 738326 
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es ESO Be See : Li cennis tee 
@ THE Duchess talking to the matron, 
about the work of the centre. 


5 2. 


= 


@ JOCK Ford, aged 64, who has been at Hamilton House 
for over 20 years, and is the oldest attender explains his 
craft to the Duchess. Layinia, Duchess of Norfolk is 
looking on. 


® AN elated Tina Underwood presents a begonia plant 
to the Duchess as a lasting momento of her visit to Ham- 
ilton House. 


remember’ 


IT was a day of smiles and sunshine when HRH 
the Duchess of Kent. Patron of The Spastics Society 
went to travel on the “Save a Baby’ campaign train. 


and visit tw6 day centres for handicapped people. 

And at both the Fitzalan Howard centre at 
Worthing, run by the Worthing and Littlehampton 
Spastics Society. and Hamilton House, run by the 
Brighton, Hove and District Spastics Society, the 
Duchess received a tremendous welcome. 

Our pictures—by Frederick Wackett—record her 
visit to Hamilton House at Hove, and the Duchess’s 
lively interest in the work of the centre. Verdict on the 
isit at Hamilton House—Wonderful. A day we will 
always remenrber? 


@ AFTER looking over the children’s ambulance. the 
Duchess had a ride down on the lift, helped by Mr 
Maurice Smith, secretary, left, and Councillor D. S. Y, 


Baker, Chairman of Brighton, Hoye and District Spastics 
Society. 


® THE Duchess talking to staff members, nurse Sue Col- 
lard, left, and Shirley Foulds, physiotherapi 


y oe Be sh Se eek ee S cece = SS aN : 
e TONY Wilson demonstrates the intricate art of lace @ TEDDY Giles, who is blind, and Marie Hicks were 
making to an interested Duchess. thrilled when the Duchess stopped by for a chat with them. 
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® ABOVE: After her tour of Hamilton House, the 
Duchess had a ‘walk-about’ in the grounds. She is 
shaking hands with Jenny Den Ridder, and Mrs Sheila 
Den Ridder is seen behind. 


® RIGHT: The Duchess meets Mrs Mary Blair, whose 


son, Andrew, is pictured in wheelchair, On the left is 
Councillor Baker. 


Observer Buildings, 
Cambridge ‘Road, Hast- 
ings, Sussex. 


